MASSACHUSETTS FIRE DISTRICT FOURTEEN

MEETING MINUTES

Meeting held May 20, 2021 via Zoom
Registered:

Chief Purcell

Asst. Chief Choate
Chief Young

Chief Nelson
Chief Dutcher
Chief Judge

Chief Robie

Chief Landry

Chief Lentini

Chief Johannes
Deputy Colby
Chief Achilles
Deputy Latta

Chief Vuona

Chief Breen

Mike Torosian
Deputy Miller

Chief Sorrows
Chief Whalen
Chief Hart
Deputy Arnum
Asst. Chief Schultz
Chief Stowers

Absent:

Chief Cassidy
Chief Daige

Chief Parenti

Chief Ward


Chief McPherson
Chief Slaman
Chief Fillebrown


Meeting called to order at 09:05
Reports 
Treasurer -   Chairman Landry presented to April Treasurer’s Report.

· Motions were made, seconded, and voted unanimously to accept the April Treasurer’s report as read.

Report Discussions
Chief Choate advised the membership that the consultant finished the training program for Fire Mob that they were contracted to put together.  He does not see any benefit in taking it.  He would like to move forward with tweaking the program towards D-14, run the Train the Trainer, then they can bring the power point back to each department.  The membership agreed, and that training will be run sometime in July.
The Fire Mob tabletop exercise also took place, and Chief Choate did not think it was successful, although clearly, of the 4 districts that participated, D-14 was far more prepared, and credits Chief Robie, Ashland Fire and the Control Point for their great representation of D-14.
He is working on getting Instructor I Training, but also been working on Chief Officer Training with MEMA.  The are willing to set up several classes specifically for D-14 Fire Chiefs that will help with DAT and credentialing. ICS 300, ICS 400, Emergency Management I and II as well as EOC Operations.  The membership approved and Chief Choate will move forward with scheduling.

Chief Judge advised the membership that Austin and Caroline have left MAPC and he asks that he be copied in on any communication you have with NERAC so that he can insure that it gets to the right person.
Chief Young will begin submitting monthly CISM reports to the membership.  He is currently working with Chief Flannery on wording for our website and the SOGs.  Chairman Landry suggested he work with Chief Parenti to maintain standardization.  CISM had one activation in Westborough last month.

Chief Purcell advised the membership that this week Central Region took delivery of radiation devices that have been spread out among the 6 communities. Westborough, Southborough, Milford and Northborough each have one and they are available if any community has an incident that involves radiation.  MSA4 gas meter calibration stations have all been updated this week.  There is one in Westborough and Milford.  Also, we are earmarked for $20,000 of tech rescue para tech equipment.
Chief Landry told the membership that FCAM had its first in person meeting this week.  One of the main things is the legislative priorities that we have.  The Coordinator will forward the list and he encourages all members to reach out to their legislators with a quick email or phone call supporting these priorities.  It really makes a difference.  Chief Vuona advised that the Academy is looking at opening up some classes, including a Haz Mat class in the fall.  They are also looking at moving more towards hybrid classes with online and in person.  Chief Winn is the new FCAM President and next year Chief Vuona will be President.
Old Business
Budget was discussed briefly.  Another meeting will be scheduled soon.  After the meeting, the Coordinator will forward it to the membership for review before approval at the June meeting. 
June 4th meeting at Slaters was mentioned and RSVPs collected.

New Business
Meeting format was discussed regarding how we will move forward now that the world is opening.  It was agreed that beginning with the August meeting, we will move forward with a hybrid format, meeting in person and also including members via Zoom that cannot physically attend.
Chief Whalen gave an update on Monday’s Revenue Source Committee meeting. Different formats where discussed, including charging for tech rescue services, putting a formal schedule in place for dues increases, going to the state to provide the district with funding from DFS.

Chief Whalen, as the Nomination Committee Chair, presented the following nominees for the next 3 year period:


Chairman – Chief Purcell



Vice Chairman – Chief Judge



3rd Executive Seat – Chief Vuona

Ballot will be cast at the June 4th meeting.

Chief Vuona advised the membership that the amendment to the 100,000 to the onsite academy is amendment 614, and he will forward it to the Coordinator for distribution.

Chief Vuona also wants to look into having a Legislative Breakfast in either September or October.  He will work with Hanna Kane on updating addresses and the best dates for both the Senate and the House.  He will also reach out to District 7 and 8 Chairmen to confirm their participation.

Chief Stowers asked if the Earmark that we had begun going for before Covid would be a good topic of discussion for the Legislative Breakfast.  Chief Whalen and Chief Choate plan to get together with Carmine Gentile to get the program back up and running.  Goal being that by the time we have the Legislative Breakfast, and having everyone in the same room, we get them all to sign on.

Meeting adjourned at 09:43 
Respectfully submitted,
Tina Marie D’Asti
Coordinator
